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county of Hoorn. The apologies concluded with
the assertion: " His Majesty will never put from him
a just and reasonable arrangement with the said
prince, as the sole end which his justice and modera-
tion have in view in this affair, these two invariable
principles being the pole-star of all his actions." The
"just and reasonable arrangement" proved to be
the payment of two hundred thousand thalers to
the King.

Frederick could therefore congratulate himself
that within five months of his accession he had
taught both Prussia and Europe that he was stronger
than his father. It was clear that he was resolved
not to be hoodwinked by man or woman. He had re-
jected the advice of his cautious ministers with the
pleasantry that when they spoke of war they re-
sembled an Iroquois talking of astronomy. The
event had gone far towards silencing the taunt of
Europe that " the Prussians never shoot," and to-
wards establishing the truth of Frederick's well-
known simile, " The Emperor is an old phantom of
an idol and has no longer any nerves."

A king of Prussia with such a spirit as Frederick
had already shown was not likely to rest long upon
his oars. But it was chance that determined the
course that he was next to steer. The Herstal
treaty, which confirmed his second diplomatic vic-
tory, was signed on October aoth. Six days later a
swift courier brought to Rheinsberg the news that
on that same day the Emperor, Charles VL, had
died. Frederick lay ill of fever. He defied his
doctors, took quinine, and was well. He sent for